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tant for the child; for if he finishes secondary school with
a high enough score of points, he may enter the university
without further examination. A further inducement to
score high points is the award of medals at the end of the
ten-year course: a gold medal for a score of five points in
all subjects, and a silver medal for a score of five points in
the subjects required for matriculation and a score of four
in not less than three of the other subjects: all only on
condition that the score for conduct is * excellent'. In
1945, in Moscow, about 5 per cent, of the pupils who
completed ten-year schools received medals.1
It is a very far cry from the meagre and class-controlled
schooling of Tsarist times to the gigantic machinery of
modern Soviet education. And it is not surprising that in
its enthusiasm for the liquidation of illiteracy the Govern-
ment has found itself bankrupt of facilities. The Webbs
noted before the war that performance fell short of promise
in education,2 and it is clear from my own observation and
from the Soviet press that this is still true. I have already
mentioned the inevitable shift system, which the Russians
are most anxious to outgrow.3 A second shortcoming is
that school attendance is not adequately checked up, and
there are certainly many children who slip through the net
of compulsory education and get very little schooling, or
none at all. During 1942 (largely owing to the war) tens of
thousands of children received no education.4 A third
shortcoming—and the one that is now being given constant
publicity—is the tendency to * formalism * in teaching.
V. P. Potemkin, who was People's Commissar for Educa-
tion in the R.S.F.S.R., on several occasions emphasised the
need to get rid of this evil. * Its basic symptoms \ he said
in a recent announcement, * are a purely mechanical
1	5,500 children completed the ten-year school in Moscow;  273
gained medals.   In the whole R.S.F.S.R. 2,425 children received medals
in 1945.   Izvestiya, 22.9.45.
2	Soviet Communism, 3rd edition, 1944, p. 747.
3	Pravda, 16.8.43.	* Izvestiya, 22.7.43.

